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Product

Howard Féed-
N-Wax

Ubeaut Shithot
Waxtik

Gilly Stephenson
Restoring & New
Timber Polish

Constantia
Lincoln Wax

Ubeaut Traditional
Wax (neutral)

Ubeaut Shellawax
Glow

Ubeaut Shellawax
Cream

Constantia Seedlac

Rustins Danish Oil

Kunos Natural Oil
Sealer—clear

Howard Orange
Tung Natural Wood
Oil-Burnishing Blend

Feast Watson
Scandinavian Oil

Constantia Chinese
Wood oil

Organoil Danish Oil

Sceneys Boiled
Linseed oil

Minwax Wipe-On
Poly Clear satin oil-
based

Minwax Wipe-On
Poly Clear Satin,
water-based

Nitrocellulose
sanding sealer diluted
1:1 with MP thinner

Shine: 1 = matt, 3 = satin, 6 = gloss Colouration: 0 = bare wood, 1
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Mild/
pleasant

Negligible

Weak/
pleasant

Medium/
pleasant

Medium/
pleasant

Medium/
slightly
astringent

Mild/
slightly
astringent

Strong/
astringent

Mild/
slightly
astringent

Medium/
pleasant

Medium/
pleasant

Medium/
astringent

Medium/
astringent

Strong/
pleasant

Mild/
pleasant

Weak/
slightly
astringent

Weak/
pleasant

Strong/
horrible
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2/4

3 (amber
tint) /1

0.5/0.5

3 (amber
tint) /3

i

1/1

1/1

4 [ 4 (brown
tint)

1/1

1/1

1/1

Grain
effect

3/1 1/1
4/1 1/0
4/3 1/1
4/4 1/1
4/4 1/1

4/4
4/4 1/1
5/5 0.5/1

4/5 1/1

5/5 1/1
1/1 0.5/0.5
6/6 1.5/1
3.3 1/0.5
1/3 1/1
1/3 1/05

3/4 1/1
3/4 1/1
44 1/1

Durability

Cost:
cents per
ml (or as
otherwise
specified)

Hard water-
resistant finish

15.40
for 130 x
23mm

13 per
gram

Hard wearing

11 per
finish

gram

Water heat
and alcohol
resistant

11 Water heat
and alcohol
resistant

9 Water and heat
resistant

5 Water resistant

13 Produces a
film; water
resistant

6 Waterproof,
abrasion
resistant

6

8 Highly durable;
heat and water
resistant;
craze free

5

3 Excellent
durability

B “lts thin

film offers
moderate
protection from
abrasion.”

Tung oil and other

Contents

Petroleum distillate,
mineral spirits, beeswax,
carnauba wax and
orange oil

Blend of waxes:
carnauba, ozocerite,
ceresin, microcrystalline
and beeswax

Mineral turpentine,
petroleum jelly,
beeswax, paratfin and
carnauba waxes

Carnauba, bees and
other waxes; gum
turpentine

Blend of waxes:
carnauba,ozocerite,
ceresin, microcrystalline
and beeswax

Shellac and waxes,
mineral turpentine
ethanol

Hard shellac, mineral
turpentine, ethanol

Ethyl alcohol and seedlac

ingredients

Varies by colour: linseed
oil, natural resin, wood oil,
lead-free drying agents
and other ingredients

About 70% tung oil, 27%
orange oil, 2% soybean
oil and 1% beeswax

Mineral turpentine, white
spirits, synthetic polymer

Mainly tung oil, plant
oils, gum turpentine, no
metallic driers

Natural plant oils

(inc. dipentene and
d-limonene); up to 65%
of balance unlisted

Linseed oil; no solvent;
non-lead metallic driers

Polyurethanes; aliphatic
hydrocarbons

Polyurethanes;
dimethylethanolamine,
1-methyl-2-pyrrolidone

Diggers thinners:
toluene, naptha, acetone,
ethanol

Reviewer’s Notes

Amber tint can be useful
to spark up otherwise
boring timber.

Used without a sealer;
this is a hard wax that
takes and repays some
effort.

Manufacturer advises
topping with at least two
coats of their Cabinet
Maker's Wax.

Easy to apply.

Easy to apply.

Friction polish for spindle
pieces and adaptable to
bowl use. Lasts well after
opening. The maker's
website has a good
problem solving page.

Friction polish.

Used full strength in this
case rather than diluted 1:1
as recommended. Seedlac
is extracted from lac beetle
droppings like shellac but
manufacturer claims more
durable finish.

This has been my
preferred oil finish for
faceplate work on medium
to dark timbers. There is
now some competition.

Newish on the Australian
market; finding favour
among many turners.

The natural ingredients
content is impressive.

Has a comparatively high
resin content.

Still damp after two days
when test judgements
were made; likely to
lower shine and grain
effect. Marine applicable.

Lasts well in the can
after opening. Breathing
protection claimed
unnecessary.

Still sweating from
blackwood pores after
two days.

Flip-top can prone to
becoming glued shut.

Quick and easy to apply.

_ effect of sanding sealer or water; >1 = darkening effect Grain effect: 0 = no highlighting; 1 = clear highlighting

The major differences are in cost (but
this may be reduced when larger cans
are bought), ease of application and
odour. The Ubeaut products take a
little more skill to apply than others
but produce a finish quickly.

Those sensitive to odour will enjoy
the water-based WOP; it was mild
and neutral. Those concerned about
solvents should look at it as well

and also the Howard and Sceney
oils. The result obtained with the
Waxtik on the blackwood doesn’t
reflect my other experience with it;

it has performed well, and quickly,

as a sole finish on elm bowls. For a
bowl subject to fruit leakage or citrus
vapour the Feast Watson would be my
choice as the resin content produced
more of a film finish.

While I did not set out to test
nitrocelluose lacquer, the result with
the Mark I paste wax tests have
confirmed my practice of using this
as a standard finish on faceplate
turnings of pale timbers with a top
coat or two of wax. It’s cheap and
quick but it stinks and is a health
hazard while liquid. It also has been
said to yellow with age.

From general impressions while
standing at the lathe I liked the
Constantia Seedlac for its quick build
and the Howard wax for its amber tint.

To conclude, I designed these tests to
reveal differences but in their effects
found relatively few. Other timbers
and varying the application method
will yield different results. There isn't
a bad finish here; I'd be happy to have
them all on my shelf.

Acknowledgements: thanks to the
generous advice and support given by the
product manufacturers and to Ian ‘Robbo’
Robertson and Linda Nathan for belping
me think through the review design.

The responsibility for the decisions

I made is of course mine.

Photos: Ern Reeders
Ern Reeders is a turner and semi-retired

academic with a research PhD.
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Left: 100mm dia
sections of radiata
pine and blackwood
were trued and
sanded. Test strips
were separated with
turned ‘gaps’ which
showed a bare wood
contrast. Each section
showed the number
that denoted a certain
product.

Other Data and Issues

Cost: calculated according to the
smallest quantity jar or can available.

Contents: as listed on the can, the
manufacturer’'s website or the MSDS.
In some cases | asked for further
detail. There may be other non-
hazardous components not listed being
commercial-in-confidence.

Safety: this applies both during
application and with respect to food
in contact with the piece. Most
manufacturers are now claiming
their product as food safe and when
properly dried this appears plausible.
Bob Flexner writing in American
Woodturner (2008) argues that in
curing non-lead metallic driers bond
with the wood to produce a safe
result. Manufacturers say that air
drying with sufficient time leads to
polymerisation and finish stability.
During application is another matter.
Solvents typically pose a health risk
and you should use skin, eye and
airway protection especially with
extended or repeated exposure.

Durability: makers’ statements
where available. Otherwise, with ol
finishes hard burnishing appears to
produce a surface that is immediately
water and alcohol resistant according
to tests reported on the Australian
Woodwork forum. Air drying over
4-12 weeks appears to have the same
result. Other finishes on the market
such as Ubeaut Hard Shellac are
designed to harden with air drying and
in finishing salad bowls I've had good
results with that product.
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